The genus Akatiomyia gen. n. is described from the Western Cape Province of South Africa. The genus is monotypic, with A. eremnos sp. n. being the type species. This rather unique genus appears morphologically very similar to species of Afroholopogon Londt, 1994, Oligopogon Loew, 1847 and Rhabdogaster Loew, 1858. An updated key to the genera of Afrotropical Stenopogoninae is provided.
INTRODUCTION
In preparation for a study of the Afrotropical species of Oligopogon Loew, 1847, a pro blematic and fairly speciose genus of tiny asilids confined to the Palaearctic and Af rotropical regions, a pair of unusual flies, collected by me in the Clanwilliam area of the Western Cape Province of South Africa, was found in the collection of the KwaZuluNatal Museum (NMSA). These flies had been misplaced among the many unidentified Oligopogon specimens, probably because they were of a similar size and possessed setose antennal styli. On closer examination it became obvious that these specimens not only represented an undescribed species, morphologically similar to species of Af roholopogon Londt, 1994 , Oligopogon Loew, 1847 and Rhabdogaster Loew, 1858 , but that the species was deserving of placement in a new genus. Having already planned a fieldtrip to South Africa's western coastline, I adjusted my programme so as to have a few days in the area from which the specimens had been collected. This adjustment was rewarded by the collection of a single additional male specimen, which was found a short distance from where the original pair had been found some 23 years earlier. This paper is dedicated to the description of this interesting species. Terminology follows mainly that proposed by McAlpine (1981) and Stuckenberg (1999) . The opportunity is taken to present an updated key to the genera of Afrotropical Stenopogoninae based on one originally published some 13 years ago (Londt 1999) . TAXONOMY Genus Akatiomyia gen. n. Etymology: From Greek ακάτιον (a dwarf) and μυια (a fly). Refers to small size of this robber fly. Type species: Akatiomyia eremnos sp. n. Diagnosis: Tiny flies (wing length <5 mm). Head: Clearly wider than high in anterior view; antennal scape longer than pedicel; postpedicel greatly elongate (c. twice the length of scape and pedicel combined), cylindrical (not widening toward the middle) and with distinct well-developed style; style with numerous, short, tightly packed setae (not longish, loosely arranged setae as in Oligopogon); face narrower than width of one eye in anterior view; facial swelling weak and not well-defined dorsally; mystax oc cupying about half of facial profile; occiput with macrosetae; palpus 2-segmented; pro boscis shorter than antenna, straight and without spine-like processes distally. Thorax: Prosternum small and isolated (not large and abutting pronotum as in Oli go pogon); propleuron fine setose; mesonotum flat (not greatly elevated and hump-like as in Oxynoton Janssens, 1951 and some Oligopogon) and punctate; acrostichal, dor socentral, postpronotal and postalar macrosetae undifferentiated; scutellum lacking apical macrosetae; scutellar disc setose; anepimeral macroseta absent; katatergite setose; ana tergites asetose; postmetacoxal area membranous; prothoracic femora slender; me sothoracic tarsomeres 4 and 5 without modified setae (as in Habropogon Loew, 1847); pulvilli well developed; metathoracic empodia simple (not large and laterally com pressed as in Empodiodes Oldroyd, 1972) Head ( Fig. 3 ): Dark red-brown to black, mostly shiny apruinose, black, pale yellowish and white setose. Antenna (Fig. 4) : Dark red-brown to black; scape and pedicel weakly black setose; postpedicel asetose except for cluster of short, fine, tightly packed setae distally; style composed of at least two reasonably discernible segment-like elements (terminal sensory structure, if present, invisible through setae), a short proximal element and a longer distal element, both being entirely covered with short, fine, densely-packed setulae which appear longer distally (giving style a somewhat clavate appearance). Segmental ratios (scape taken as 1): 1:0.77:3.69:1.15. Scape slender (c. 3 times longer than broad), pedicel fairly robust (fractionally longer than broad), postpedicel elongate, slender (c. 8 times longer than broad), style, including setae, fairly robust (1.5 times longer than broad). Face: Dark red-brown to black, shiny apruinose except for narrow, silvery, laterally situated pruinose stripes adjacent to eye margin. Profile slightly convex ventrally. Face has a medial, vertical, shallow groove extending from between antennal sockets to epistomal margin. Mystax weak (c. 24 setae), mostly black (few pale yellow-white setae laterally on epistomal margin), covering little more than ventral half of face. Frons and vertex shiny apruinose, pale yellowish setose laterally. Ocellar tubercle prominent, weakly pale yellow setose. Occiput shiny blackish apruinose except for weakly silvery pruinose areas ventrally along eye margins, occipital setae short blackish dorsally, pale yellow-white ventrally. Eyes large (somewhat 'goggle-eyed'), head much wider than high in anterior view; head width:face width ratio 3.7:1 (each eye clearly wider than face in anterior view). Palpus dark red-brown to black, apparently 2-segmented (proximal segment small, distal segment well developed, elongate), pale yellow-white setose. Proboscis dark red-brown to black, short (projects a little beyond level of face), straight, pale yellow-white setose.
Thorax: Dark red-brown to black, extensively shiny apruinose, macrosetae poorly deve loped brown-red, fine setae pale yellow-white. Prothorax small, narrow with single row of moderately developed brown-red antepronotal macrosetae. Mesonotum: Short and broad (Fig. 5) , shiny apruinose except for narrow silver pruinose posterolateral and posterior margins; macrosetae not evident except for 3 moderately developed brownred supra-alars; all fine mesonotal setae, which cover entire mesonotum, arise from shallow depressions, giving surface punctate appearance. Scutellum shiny apruinose, co vered with fine, tiny whitish setae, apical macrosetae absent. Pleura dark red-brown to black, extensively silver pruinose except for substantial areas of anepisternum, katepi sternum, meron and anepimeron which are shiny apruinose; setae white, largely confined to anepisternum and katatergite. Mediotergite largely silver pruinose except anterior cubital cell (cua 1 ), anal cell (a 1+2 ) and alula not bordered by C; posterior cubital (cup) cell closed before margin and stalked (all other veins reach margin independently). Haltere: Pale yellow-white. Abdomen: Dark red-brown to black (including terminalia). Tergites entirely shiny ap ruinose, fine white setose (no macrosetae evident); setae arise from small depressions giving tergites punctate appearance. T1-6 well developed, T7-8 reduced, poorly scle rotized. Sterna entirely dull silver-gold pruinose, longish white setose. S1-6 well de veloped, S7-8 highly reduced, weakly sclerotized, hardly evident.
♂ terminalia (Figs 6-8): Epandrium shorter than wide in dorsal view, lobes fused dor sally for about half length, tips broadly rounded. Proctiger simple, jutting out far be yond epandrial lobes. Gonocoxites well developed, jutting out slightly beyond level achieved by epandrium, dorsodistal lobe broadly rounded, with short, pointed, ter minal process and unusual, long, slightly curved, setose process appearing to arise (5) holotype thorax, dorsal; (6-8) paratype male terminalia, lateral (6), dorsal (7), ventral (8); (9, 10) paratype female terminalia, lateral (9), dorsal (10). Scale bars = 1 mm.
pos terodorsally. Gonostylus elongate, straight, with enlarged proximal end and pointed dis tal tip. Hypandrium poorly developed, about 3 times as long as wide, with weakly scle rotized distal, dorsoventrally flattened lobe. Aedeagus S-shaped in lateral view, of fairly uniform width, with truncate tip. ♀ terminalia (Figs 9, 10): Ovipositor about as long as wide. T8 wider than long, almost parallel-sided in dorsal view. Acanthophorites moderately well developed, each with 5 pale, upcurved macrosetae. S8 (subgenital plate) weakly sclerotized distally, somewhat keel-like, jutting out slightly beyond proctiger in lateral view.
Holotype ( Distribution, phenology and biology: Despite the apparently conflicting label data, all three specimens were captured at the same locality which is c. 4 km from Clanwilliam by road and 2.5 km as the crow flies. I collected all three specimens in an area of indigenous vegetation located behind a small development called the Cedar Inn which overlooks the Clanwilliam Dam. The two collecting episodes, one early in September, the other at the end of August, indicate that the species flies during spring. The locality is situated on the lower slopes of a hilly area known as the Uitkomsberge which reaches altitudes of only about 250 m. The area has rocky outcrops separated by sandy areas and boasts a wide variety of plant species. Figure 11 shows the exact spot where the holotype was collected as it perched at the end of a twig. Morphologically the species appears to be similar to species of Afroholopogon, Oligopogon and Rhabdogaster and so it is temp ting to believe that its biology may also be similar to species allocated to these genera. 
Key to genera of Afrotropical Stenopogoninae
This key has been developed from that published originally by Londt (1999) in order to accommodate Oligopogon and genera described after 1999. The number of currently recognized species, and references to the most recent taxonomic literature relating to species is provided after generic names. 
Taxonomic position of Oligopogon Loew, 1847
The systematic position of Oligopogon has been adequately summarized by GellerGrimm and Hradský (2003) who also reviewed the Palaearctic fauna. Although there have been arguments for its inclusion in no fewer than three subfamilies (Steno pogoni nae, Stichopogoninae, Trigonomiminae), these authors opted to classify it in the Ste no po goninae, an action repeated by Geller-Grimm (2004) . Dikow (2009) undertook an extensive phylogenetic study involving representatives of 158 species in 140 ge ne ra and was unable to clarify the placement of Oligopogon, regarding the genus as in certae sedis. It ap pears, therefore, that until studies indicate otherwise, the genus should continue to be as signed to the Stenopogoninae. I am of the opinion that the pos session of acanthopho rites, in dicative of a biological strategy clearly aligned with the Stenopogoninae, is strong evi dence in support of its placement in this subfamily.
